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Rights of Women
(in the light of Islamic Teachings)

"ol b
ABSTRACT

Before the advent of Islam, women were living in worst
conditions during the Era of Ignorance. Daughters were buried alive.
Women were openly sold in the market. A woman was just a source
of enjoyment for males and nothing else. She had no basic rights.
Even she had no share in inheritance.

In human history, it is Islam that for the first time gave due
respect to woman by providing her basic rights and proper status.
Islam believes in equality of men and women — ‘Equality’ does not
mean ‘to become identical’.

Women’s rights in Islam pertain to Spiritual, Economic,
Educational and Legal Rights. A woman can adopt any profession,
she wants. Thus, she has got full freedom to live a happy and
peaceful life.

Unfortunately, there are many people who believe that
because Islam gives men the right of having authority over their
wives, therefore, men are superior to women and that men have
priority over women in all matters. The fact is that according to
Islamic teachings, men are not superior to women; and so women
are not superior to men. There is no gender discrimination in Islam.
Allah Almighty states very clearly in the Holy Quran that superior in
His eyes are only those who have more taqwa (fear of Almighty
Allah).

Keywords: Women’s rights, Spiritual rights, gender discrimination
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